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}Formal Introduction - GailTowers MacAskill works for 

the Wisconsin Department of Commerce as a Community Services Specialist 

focused on long-term economic disaster recovery strategies.Her experience in 

Community Development encompasses being a County Board Supervisor, Main 

Street Program Executive Director,Private Industry Business Development 

Consultantand Non-Profit Community Development Executive Director giving 

her a breadth of knowledge in grants,public/private partnerships and investment 

solicitation/sponsorship from all perspectives.In addition to this extensivelocal 

experience Ms. Towers MacAskill also has a depth of understanding of the over-

arching state and federal governmental processes and private sector dynamics which 

drive local decision making.



}Informal Introduction - There is a unique 
background of events that led me to be 
perfectly positioned, by circumstance, to fulfill 
my role with the Wisconsin Department of 
Commerce as a Community Services Specialist 
working with flood impacted counties.  

ÅBeing a flood victim as a individual, business and 
governmental unit
ÅBeing a previously elected public official dealing 
irate constituents with flood plain map re -
designations
ÅPosition working on a DWD initiative when NEG 
funds became available
ÅHaving had experience in community development



So, how do you create an environment 
that encourages strong investment?

}utilize inventive, coordinated partnerships to 
gain overarching commitment 

}seek non - traditional regional collaboration of 
multiple stakeholders 

}encourage innovative and transformational ideas 

}maintain strong knowledge base of existing 
initiatives



utilize inventive, coordinated 
partnerships to gain 
overarching commitment 

Think 

outside the 

box

Understand 

needs of all 

beneficiaries

Encourage 

inter -

dependence

Equally 

value all 

input

Brainstorm 

without fear

Build Trust


